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THE DINING ROOM IS FORMAL ENOUGH

F GUESTS, YET COMFORTABLE ENOUGH
FOF {E FAMILY OF FIVE, F: THE
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CHOSEN TO BE DUAL-PURPOSE; THEY CAN
HE MOVED TO THE DINING ROO
AS HEAD CHAIRS WHEN A LOT OF
SHOW UP FOR DINNER

he H on the front-door mat stands for *Hasselbeck, but
it could also stand fer *home"—the one that Matt and
Sarah Hasselbeck created for themselves 3,000 miles

away from their families in New England
Their home also stands as a testimony to the way life
throws you unexpected passes. In 2000, the Hasselbecks
finished building a 2,500-square-foot house on a golf course in
Wisconsin. Soon after the couple had moved In, the Green Bay
Packers traded quarterback Matt 1o the Seahawks, and the newly-
2ds found themselves on the move to Seattle. They had lived in

their Midwest house for only three months, with boxes still
unpacked. "We thought we had built a dream home,' Sarah says.
Instead of lamenting the loss, the Hasselbecks were eager to
build anew, lessons learned and ready to try again. In their second
shot at homebuilding, the Hasselbecks now had a complete play
book of
then~training center in Kirkland, close to a hospital (Sarah was then

strategies: must be close to friends, close to the Seahawks'

pregnant with their third child); must have g bathroom next to
every bedroom; and they wanted to have S-inch-wide plank wood
floors, Shaker cabinetry, white wainscoting and a kitchen with room
for everyone on the bench

“We wanted a kitchen where Sarah could entertain, host other

wives on game day and watch the game herself! Matt says, noting

SeattisdomesMagtom

that his

Hasselbeck, play tight end for the New England Patriots or her sons

mother couldn't enjoy watching Matt's father, Don

play for professional teams (Matt's brother, Tim, was a quarterback
for the New York Giants, the Washington Redskins and the Arizona
Cardinais) because she couldrt see the television from the kitchen,
where she loved to spend her time cooking

When Sarah began 1o design the intenors for their expansive
new home in Bellevue, which they found halfway through the
design-build process, she made additions to that playbook: animal
prints, kid-friendly marerials and spaces welcoming for quests—
when family and friends visit, they might stay for a week or mare
"We felt overwhelmed, and we felt blessed by this house. If we
were going to have a house like this, we wanted to use it Sarah says
about her and Matt’s desire to share the space with others.

Sarah had done much of the designing before she brought in
interior designer Michelle Yorke 1o help her pull her ideas together
soon after the 2006 Super Bowl. Yorke had also helped design
homes for then-Seahawks offensive lineman Steve Hutchinson and
then-offensive coach Bill Laveront " like animal prints, but I'm afraid
| like them too much,” Sarah told Yorke. But Yorke was delighted

with Sarah’s design whimsy. "The home was more of a traditional

style, but [Sarah] definitely wanted a playful twist to it. She didn't

want it to be traditional-stuffy, but traditional-fun Yorke says
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HAVING GROWN UP PLAYING FOOTRALLA
WITH HIS DAD AND BROTHERS, MATT ' 200
KNEW IT WAS IMPORTANT FOR KIDS,TO.
MAVE LOTS OF SPACE TO PLAY. THE BIG
YARD AND PLAYSET GIVES'HENRY,
MALLORY AND ANNABELELE ROOM TO

RUN AROUND WITH THEIR PARENTS
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RIGHT: TIME FOR A FAMILY HUDDLE; ON THE WALL IN THE BAS

OTHER GREATS, SUCH AS STEVE SMITH AND JEFF GARCIA, AS WELL AS MATT'S OW

74
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Glass crystals hanging from lampshades and passementerie

on curtains and pillows highlight the natural elegance of the
home. “It was the high-end lock, but we wanted to keep it youthful
and whimsical,’ Yorke says. The pair contrasted jewelrylike touches
with Sarah's much-foved animal aesthetic—tiger stripes, giraffe
and cheetah spots, alligator embossed leather, pheasant feathers—
carefully placed throughout the house. Yorke helped Sarah blend
these elements with football-ptayer-sized furniture and photos of
the kids—Annabelle, 6, Mallory, 5, and Henry, 3—in every room
“We really wanted the artwork in our house to be the kids; Sarah says

Mattand Sarah opted to forego a storage closet under the stairs
in favor of using the space as a playroom—wuth animals painted
on the walls, Though the formal living and dining rooms are mostly
for company, in general the children have the run of the house;
large sofas in the family room and the basement were chosen with
young imaginations and energy in mind. "[We wanted] something
the kids could sit on, use as forts; Sarah says.

The gated fence around the property creates a large space for
the kids to piay safely. "Home is growing up, eating breakfast and
then saying, ‘Mom, can we go play? " Matt says. When it rains, the
kids move into the four-car garage, where they find bikes, in-line
skates, easels and chalkboards. Inside the house, many of the la'qe
drawers

and cupboards open 1o reveal toys and art supplies,

more kid-world than anything, Sarah says of the house."Nothing is

ENT ARE VINTAGE FOOTBALL
Fl»\rEH C AR("\ GIVEN TO MATT BY A LOCAL SPORTS-STORE OWNER, OPPOSITE: MATT DOES RADIO INTERVIEWS
WITH HiS BROTHER, TIM, IN HIS DEN. THE SPECIALLY MADE BOOKSHEL

S HOUSE '*'O(ﬂh‘f«l‘. H AETS FROM

untouchable or off-limits,” Yorke says in agree

nent.
Even Matt's office, where he is often found early in the morning
talking on Tim’s New York-based radio show, was designed 1o
accommodate the children, The glass door lets the Kids see Dad—
Matt laughs when they press their faces up against the glass—and
ask him via a thumbs-up or thumbs-down sign whether or not
they can enter

Matt's say in the design process usually came in when Sarah
and Yorke needed help making decisions; he chose the large
framed mirror resting on the floor of the entryway, for example,
“I'm not really picky; I'm easy to please;” Matt says, although he
does reveal certain design preferences: °l like more of a masculine
feel, but with a little bit of a8 woman's touch” His office features a
houndstooth-printed ottoman, an overstuffed leather chair with
brass tacks and black walnut bookcases made to house his heimet
collection

Both Matt and Sarah concur that much of their inspiration
came from Matt’s mother, Betsy, a woman

who gave Matt a loving

home and whom Sarah admires for her sense of style. (When making
decisions, Sarah often thought: "What would Mrs. Hasselbeck
think?®) What the pair love most about this house is the chance it
gives to pass on that inherited sense of a welcoming home to
their kids and their friends—the ch
bless others. =

ance to take their blessing and
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Design Details

INTERIOR DESIGNER
Michelle Yorke,

Michelle Yorke Interior Design,
(206) 349-1239 or
michelleyorkedesign.com

For resource information,
see page 110.




